
364 

 
 

Cassandra Ellen Csencsitz 
Cassandra grew up on the point of Lake Superior, a short 

walk from her beloved grandparents’ home in the smaller 
“Twin Port” of Superior, Wisconsin. She attended the 
Marshall School across the bridge in Duluth, Minnesota, 
where her father taught computer science and her interest in 
theatre was formed by the inspired teaching of Timothy 
Blackburn. 

A school trip to France sparked Cassandra’s love of 
travel and led to theatre studies in London with the 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point before she entered 
Kalamazoo College in the fall of 1997. The following 
summer Cassandra joined the University of Detroit-Mercy 
for a theatre tour in Greece where, as fate would have it, 
she met her future husband, Bret Csencsitz, a “grown-up” 
actor from New York. She soon found herself in New York 
on an internship at Classic Stage Company for 
a Misanthrope starring Uma Thurman, whose Trish 
McEvoy-filled makeup bag foreshadowed her future career. 
She spent her junior year in France at the American 
University Center of Provence where a “no-English 
pledge” fostered her fluency in French. Back in Michigan, 
she wrote, directed, and acted in her senior thesis: a “new” 
Greek tragedy based on the myth of Laocoön. 

In 2001 Cassandra received her BA in Theatre and 
moved to Chicago where she spent a year doing sketch 
comedy, hosting at French restaurants, and working in 
Lyric Opera’s box office before deciding to pursue her 
dream of attending a Great Books program. She enrolled at 
St. John’s College-Santa Fe and fell in love with the state 
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that had enchanted her favorite writer, Willa Cather. 
Cassandra completed her MA in 2004 then joined Bret in 
New York where her first job was as a contributing editor 
for American Theatre magazine and TCG Books. 

In 2007 Cassandra married Bret at St. Thomas Church 
with her delighted grandparents in attendance. A year later 
she fell into the beauty industry as the corporate writer for 
Trish McEvoy. In the decade since, she began to run and 
sing, welcomed two children, William and Cordelia, 
co-authored a cookbook with her husband, lectured on 
Greek Theatre at NYU, and continued to do as much 
theatre writing as life has allowed. She currently lives with 
her family in Harlem where she is grateful to have her 
children in nearby French-language schools.




